[Post-tetanic potentiation of the primary response and the late negative wave in the somatosensory area of the cat brain].
A single electrical stimulus applied to the thalamic VPL nucleus or to the subcortical white matter evoked a primary response in the cat g. sigmoideus posterior followed by delayed negative wave generated in the middle layers of the cortex and not reflected on its surface. The delayed negative wave seems to reflect mainly the excitation of stellate cells. Tetanization of the VPL nucleus or the white matter evoked a sharp and long-term (several hours) potentiation of the delayed negative wave. At the same time, the changes of the primary response were not so obvious. The effect of the posttetanic potentiation, therefore, seems to be more characteristic for stellate rather than for pyramidal cells, the former being the main generators of the primary response.